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Superfund site—
‘to be continued’

Officials get latest update on
the Cornell-Dubilier site

By CHERYL ORSON
STAFF WRITER

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
Progress made over the past year
in compiling cleanup plans for
the 27-acre Hamilton Industriul
Park federal superfund site was
the main subject of discussion
during the barough’s last public
Borough Council meeting on
April 19.

Federal Environments)
Protection Agency (EPA) Project
Manager Peter Mannino and
lawyers representing Cornell-
Dubilier and Dana Corp., farmer
property owners in the Hamilton
Industrial Park suspected of
being the major polluters of the
site who are now working cooper-
atively with the EPA, updated
the borough council.as to what
progress has been made since
their last appearance before this
governing body in July, 2000.
Boston attormey representing
Dann Corp. Michael Last began
thelgroceedmge

ur (Last’s client’s) belief is
that we're making real progress,
that we're still on track in the
way that we talked about last
eummer,” said Last. “We wanted
just to be sure that silence wasn't
taken for non-action.”
Last said during this period
his client and the EPA have been

~very active” at the site working
in “collaborative” effort ‘to
.advance ‘the time schedule for
‘the "site’s eventual redevelop--
-ment. He 8aid the EPA’s super-
Iund program’s purpose. is

Fhere there is.a potential to

_zedevelop :a site, that’ this be
‘advanced "as quickly as possi--
ble” He'said normally r_leanup
“procedures could take six'years
-pr more. He said his client and
.the EPA have a schedile “that
is much faster than that” which
should allow the property to be
redeveloped | “quite - quickly”
within two years. -

Last said . his client 'is also
working with the EPA “to shm
‘redevelopment concepts.” He
edded the next stages of this
‘process, fnlluwmg cnmplehnn of

the remediation study, “are
going to be very important” as
remedies to rehabilitate will be
proposed, He said the remedies
do need to take into sccount the
future use of the site as he stat-
ed this is "a very important ele-
ment in the redevelopment sce+
- nario* He said his client will be
_sharing.:with .the .EPA’ then'
tboughts on'the possible Teuses.
of this site and how these reme-.
dies could be mmrporated mfo
"future plans.

Last said he is aware the bor-
ough wants to, K move forwa.rd
with- the mummpa] pl
.process associated with the

site’s foture redevelopment. He |
said this process could parallel:

.the, EPA’ remediation process--

es.-Manniho then npdated the,

borongh Council ‘on the EPAs )

‘progresi‘at the site. .

~Menyino_ said in- order’ to

. famhtste the redevelopment
! proposaI that bas already been:
~madefor “the ‘site; the EPA has
. mochﬁed its schedule according- .
‘Iy-He s21d the EPA has finished
.collecting: “data’ it ‘believes is-

necessarym order to to takethe'
next step’ of evaluating " and

.:sereening remedial alternatives

to addrees the coptamination of

the on-site soil. He said the EPA -

expects to have’a full report by -

the_end of April or the begm-'
"ning.of "May" revealing th
“resulty of this remeaml.invesn '
- gahun.Hesmd the EPA’s schod-
- -tleis 1o, ‘have & proposed ‘plan -
- ready, for-the publics perusal .
. Iw:thm the ‘next eight to xine ,
"monﬂ:s ‘by_tée late ial] or. r early.

. Mx,yur Da.njel Gallagher said
he waso't quite satished with
t.he EPA’s inexact schedule, -

' “The" borough is genmnely
mteresbed in having -this_(site

* remediation) dcne, getb.ng that-

. the 1and in-a-position where it "
"‘could ‘be: - developed,”.- said
- Gallagher aating he would like -
.the EPA to be more sincere in :
*its”efforts and have- the: time -
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frame miove “moré quickly-and* - Last said that he hopes in:six-
diligently” than it has béen..” . ' months be and:other ‘officials
~ Mannino said the EPA is * :will again be able to provide the
working 2s c'pnnkly as it.can, ;“borough Council with arealis-"
within the ste ﬁnmnﬂwhm-'hcuyhu?nfpmpusinmg
: fouow Couticil President James . | made at the Eita He said any
Vokral, thongh, B1id he is; “very rshabﬂ:tatmn pla.ns "poaafbly .
mpressed with "the ‘whole pro- - - made in the intetim wonld also
ject” ot this site and said there - " be discussed = .-
" i§ a stigma hanging over feder- . Longtime borongh ‘resident
) ﬂ'%ﬁmm!ﬂu$thviutlhw. “and Board of Education mem-
.and bureaunératic, . - >ber Frank :McCorski -#4id .he
',fI&n&thshmb«mramg “really appreciates. the -mayor
, very intéresting, the project’s . promoting the idea of ‘moving a -
- been. really great and the pm-.' little’ faster® at’rebabilitating -
_ject’s going .on very well," said ;' this 'site.’ He - also. .Johngly
Vokral stating the EPA is wotk- || offered to supervise the EPA or”
ing towards the redevelopment " show them huw the deanup
~of the site: “It's (the project) is:|. ahould be don€. - -
. ’rea]ly on the fast’ tra.r.{ as.fa.r a8 3 .. Gallagher ‘said the EPA and
. projects like this go.” : borough would .do, everything®.
. -Vokral said the pu::pose of  they conld to move: this project’:
.-th;s update is to_be able to for-! '"a.l . He also added. however, .,
, ward rehabilitation plans to the’| ‘tl}::l if et::; EPA &epedtezmmes 21:3 &
boro PlamungBoard so they 4 needsto:capped it would
woulﬁe able to review them i-eﬂ'ect ‘the -nnmber ‘of -buildings -
He said borough Town Planner - that gmld beplacea at the sité. .’
Lester Neenzhal would also be. ' He:' waid "he . ‘believed - the )
actively mvolVed in’ this revxew Pla:nnmg Board would eride K
process. o . ngmﬂphnmngﬁnﬂmrmxwu
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Cornell- Dublller SIte addressed

By CHERYL ORSON’
STAFF WRITER -

" SOUTH . PLAINFIELD —

Council members were expected
to&xscusswhatpmgmssnhung
made in deaning up the coptam-

_ inated Hamilton Industrial Park’

" superfund site, -

Counal Presxdent Jamea
Vokra] said the 2
borongh superfund ° site wd.l
again be the subject of intense
discussion. Vokral said officials
from" the original property own-

ers . Dana "Corp. and: Corpell- -

* Dubilier, as well as officials now

working on plans to improve ‘the

site mdudmg Beacon P)
- .and the federal Environmen

T ET e S

Prouac'hon Agcncy (EPA), . are

again’ expected to address the
cotmcﬂ and the public on this

-topic. . EPA officials are expected
1o update borough cofficials on

_ any progress made m their reme-
‘diation planning at the site.

. "Vokral said. this is'now being
dome 1 in order for the council to
approve of forwarding the. pro-’
‘posed rehahilitation’. project to
deanup the cite to the Planm.ng
- Board in order fur that governing
body to review the plan He said
the board and the town planner

_will be asked to look at the recre-
ation of a'borough redevelopment
agency to work- on 'this site. He -
saxd the potenml redevdnpment
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agency could look at surrounding
properties to decide what is the
best way to develop the area. He
said --while the -board would
review plans, -the town planner
would decide if these .future
plans are “worthwhﬂa" qf m:;:h.L

enting:
Voh-al saJd ﬁrmnng 2 borough'

-redevelopment : agency would

accomplish - two, goals — ‘this
would make the' bumugh eligible'.
for various state aid programs for
this type of auperfund profect.
and it would also demonstrate to

. the EPA that the borough sup-

port.s the concept of the pm_\ect’s
proposed cleanup plans. .
“Those are two big posﬂzve.s i,

. this area” said Volkral of these
* “two goals. and the creation of a
.barongh redevelopment agency. .

“Described by some .as an

" “4ndustrial blight area” the site

is Joeated "between . Hamilton
Boulevard and Belmont Avenue
on one side and Spicer Avenue
and railroad tracks on-the other

.The site, which-contains an asti-.
“matéd 18 businesses employing
upwa.rda of .200 workers, has

been ‘a 'federal " superfund site

_5ince 1998,

In 1996 fede;‘al official from
the Environmentsl Protection
Agency said polychlorinated

-bipbenyl |, substances (PCRBs),

JCTT L A

whmh are now suspected of being

gens, were confirmed to be
on t.be site, PCB: are liquid chemi-
cals once used as insulating mate-
rial for eléctrical equipment,
guarding against fires by prevent.
ing overheating. The chemicals
were banned in 1976 after being
listed in the Toxic Substance
Control Act

Former borough manufacturer
Comell-Dubilier, which had its fac-
tory on this site, used PCBs, in

0 1569 acdis Sasbarses
from 1936 to and is
of being one of the mjorsm
nators of the site. The EPA has
been conducting a Remedial
Investigation/Feasibility Study at
the site since 1998.

This study and action on it, can-
not come soon enough for DSC.
Enterprises of Newark which owns
the site and has presented plans,
unammmouﬂmed of by the
o to the now-cont-
aminated area.

DSC.S kesmanMichaelLast
confirmed company has plans
for three uses on the site mduding
swall retail stores on Hamilton
Boulevard, a mini-storage area

behind Spicer Avenue -and lLight
industry area which could poten-
tially contain offices and ware-
houses.

Last said his oompan)fs
will depend on the EPA's find-
ings and action plans.
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